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{Raeinstate, from Bij
- shortly before his death,

. Merritt and social worker

Patricia Clement decided {o
- ¢lose Gabriel's case.

At the time, Clement had
“elealeton” case notes for at
lesst one visit, leading
Browning to later testify

- that he gquestioned whether
she actually had gone to the
home. And other required
visits had not been done at
all, according to case re-

< eords. "

Akey responsibility of su-
pervising social workers isto

- peview case notes.

According to a brief by
Children and Family Serv-
ices lawyers in support of
Merritt’s firing, he knew

from her performance evalu-

ation gmﬁ Qmsﬂmbﬂ soIme-
times did not complete her
required visits and did not
document them properly. By
‘her own account, Clement
had failed to interview Ga-
briel privately, ag depart-
ment guidelines cali for.

She and Merritt alsowere
aware that the boy had writ-
ten a suicide note and had a
BB gun pellet embedded in
his chest, Yet he wasnot sent
for medical treatment or
mental heslth assessment,
the lawyers said.

Browning fired Merritt,
Clement and two other so-
cial workers over the case;
Merritt appealed.

The five-member ' c¢ivil
service panel — which is ap-

pointed by the county Board -

close to getting his job back,

,oH. Supervisors

wo;& 8 resume | ow

voted
unanimously to reinstate
him, inposing a 30-day sus-
pension in Heu of termina-
tion.

Jeffrey E. Hauptman, the
commission’s hearing offi-
cer, wrote that “in the final
analysis [Merritt] bears
some culpability for lax su-
pervision but not to the ex-
tent to justify his discharge
after nearly 24 years of un-
blemished service.”

Merritt’s union repre-
sentative had argued that
his clieni was used as a
scapegoat and had labored
under difficult circum-
stances in the Palindale of-
fice, where social workers
carry some of the highest
caseloads in the county.

on charges of capital murder
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Browning, who called
Merritt's firlng one of the
easiest termination deci-
gions he has made, told The

. Times that he was dismayed

hy the decision and would
confer with county lawyers
about another possible ap-
peal to the commission of t0
the Los Angeles County Su-
perior Court. If an appeal is
not filed by Aprit 27, Merritt's

reinstatement will become
final.

“T have to believe that
there was not a complete
understanding of the situa-
tion by the oo.HE.EmmSP__
Browning said.

garrett.therolf:
@latimes.com :
Twitter: @gtherolf

-
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who searched the family
apartment found a wooden
cluk covered in Gabriel’s

‘blood.

In the months before the
boyv was killed, several agen-
cies had investipated allega-
tions of abuse without re-
moving him from the hore.

a1k 916
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County was sl
ties to troubled ag

'[Foster, from Bi}
scrutiny for irregular spend-

ing over the years, runs two.

group homes in. Compion
andtwoin Riverside County.
The organization cared for
about 28 children requiring
high-level care because of
their special needs and re-
ceived about $2.5 million an-
- nually from the counties.

In 201, the L.A. County
auditor-controller identified
$182,000 alieged financialim-
proprieties. The bulk of the
allegedly misappropriated
money was used to purchase
personal property for the Ki-
dogos in Riverside, North-
ern Cajifornia and Okla-
homa, according to the au-
dit. The county initiated ef-
forts to recover the money at
that time.

As. auchtors continued
their inguiry, they léarned in
2012 that large guantities of
employee time cards, finan-

cial records and board of di-

rectors meeting minutes
had been taken to the eity
dump in violation of the
agency’s contract with the
county. Little People’s World
said that the mistake was in-
adverient and that auditors
did not inform the Depart-
ment of Children and Family
Services, which oversaw the
contract.

In May 2013, the audltor—
controller handed the Los
Angeles County D.A. a sec-

J,S’“‘/g

ond audit saying that not all
the money reparted in the

201 audit had been repaid.

and that the Kidogos and
their daughter had received
“questionable” raises of up
t0 134% — more than making
up for the amount that had
been repaid. The auditor
recoimmended  that the
DCFS consider ending its
relationship with Little Peo-
ple’s World.

Asthefinancial problems

~ surfaced, so did reports of

abuse.

In 201, state regulators
reviewed surveillance video
of Little People’s World staff-
er Rashard McMorris drag-
ging a 6-year-old across the

floor and into another room.
He was given a two-day sus-

pension and training on how
to respect foster youths'
rights, aceording to county
investigation reports.

Two years later, the re-
cords show, investigators
from the California Depart-
ment of Social Services re-
viewed another video of
McMorris pushing an 1
year-old into a wall. The
foree of the child’s head hit-
ting the wall ief a hole in the
drywall, the records state.

MeMorris received training

on emergency intervention
technigques and was placed
on conditional employment
status under a plan ap-

proved by the state, accord-

ing to the county reports.
Neither incident was re-

‘perted tolaw enforcement, a

spokesman for the Califor-
nia Department of Somal
Services said.

In January 2014, a com-

‘plaint to the county’s child

abuse hotline accused
MeMorris of punching a
child in 20i3. Social workers
ruled the comptaint un-
founded, but McMorris was
banned by the DCFS from
further contact with L.os An-
geles County foster youths

because of prior incidents.”

McMorris could not bhe
reached for comment for
this story.

Following the DA’s
charges, DCFS Director

Philip Browning removed all -

of the Los Angeles County
children form Little People’s
World and canceled its con-
tract with the county. He
said he did noi act sooner
because he was unawaie of
the child abuse findings.
Staffreports he received did
not contain that informa-
tion, he said.

Thirteen children from
Riverside County remain in
Little People’s World homes.
Jennie Pettif, assistant di-
rector of the Riverside
County Department of Pub-
lic Soeial Seyvices, said so-
eial workers had stepped up
their monitoring of the char-
ity with weekly visits by so-

low to

ency

cial workers.

The agency also verified
that the nonprofit had suffi-
cient cash on hand to care
forthe children and received
assurances that the Kidogos

“would no longer be invoived.

“The children are safe,
angd their needs are being
met,” Pettif said.

Dove, one of the Kidogo’s
attorneys, said the embez-
zlement charges were at
odds with years of communi-
cation his clients had with
the DCFS.

He said Little People’s
World had been a licensed
contractor for 30 years, often
pasging county audits, and
“received numerous acco-
lades” from the department.

“DCFS regularly drops
theball on training snd gver-
sight of its contractors. -
Then it abdicates its short-
comnings to the district attor-
niey’s office for prosecution,”
Dove said. “DCFS should fo-
cus on getting its own house
in order. Ultimately, the vic-
tims of this process may be
the children in the foster
care system.”

“This spectacle is more

.about the continued dys-

function of Department of
Children and Family Serv-
ices than my clients” crimi-
nal culpability,” Dove said.

garretf.therolf
@latimes.com







Drugs

the “wrong treatment;” and

more than one-third simply
_got “too many drugs,” the re-
" port states.

The inspector general’s
report — based on Medic-
aid cases from 2011 in Cal-
ifornia, Texas, Illinois, Flor-
ida and New York — echoed

- the firidings in this news or-
. ganization’s ongoing series,
“Drugging Our Kijds” The

organization examined a -

decade of pharmacy claims

for psychiatric drugs pre- fon
.scribed to children in Cal-

.ifornia’s foster care system
and found the majority were

nsed to treat difficult behav- 1.

" jors resulting from trauma,
not to-treat the rare men-
tal disorders such as schizo-
phrenia that the drugs are
approved for.

In contrast, the national

stady incloded some foster
children, but mostly kids liv-
ing with parents who qual-
ify for public health bene-
fits. It examined a relatively
small sample of cases in in-
tense detail, allowing it o
draw conclusions about doc-
tors’ practices but not to as-
sess broad patterns and per-
centages, as the newspaper’s
study did.

“Tt really is a roll of the
dice in terms of what we

are doing to these kids,” said -

Chicago psychologist and re-
searcher Robert Foltz, echo-
ing other national experts
who reviewed the findings
released this week. “The
antipsychotics are specifi-
cally designed to alter the
way we think, feel and be-
have, and they do that
through manipulating the
chemicals that are occurting
inthe brain,” with unknown
long-term effects, he added.
“We are messing with things
we don't fully understand.”
The extensive use of an-
tipsychotics for behavior
management without ade-
quate monitoring is alarm-
ing, said Stephen Crystal, 2
* Rutgers University research
professor and author of a
widely used 16-state study
on the use of psychotropics
in poor children. The new
five-stale study, he said, is a
loud ery for better oversight.
“The monitoring is not
there” Crystal said. “Some-
body writes a prescription,
and then they don’t see the
kid with sufficient frequency

Study raises concerms

- over guality of care

A study formd that for 67 percent
of the children whose medical

tecords were reviewed, at Jeast

orie guality-of-care concerh was
rélated to the prescription of
antipsychotic deugs. And almost
half of the children's medical
recosds indicated muitiple -
quality-of-care toncems related
tothese drugs.

Poor monitoring

153%

Too young
ey
Side effects
)
‘Sourge; Oﬁéceoffnspectherwal
analysit of five states” Madicak
Claiens, 2004
B AREANEWS QRO

to see how they're respond-
ingtothe medication. That's
not good medical practice.”

Crystal also noted the
study’s findings could have
been even more CONCErn-
ing had its authors weighed
each case on whether non-

.drug therapies were even

attempted. “It’s a lot easier
to write a prescription than
to make sure the kids — in
a very timely way — get the
services they need,” he said.
And few seem to be asking
the question: “Is this partic-
ular medication making the
kids’ behavior worse ra.ther

. than better?”

Indeed; chiid and ado-
lescent psychiatrists who
reviewed medical records
for the inspector general
found “a lack of monitor-
ing for many physiological
and bebavioral changes” in
53 percent of cases. Of par-
ticular concern was the fail-
ure to perform basic lab

-tests and regularly monitor

height, weight, vital signs,

“blood pressure and the ab-

normal, involuntary move-
ments that can result from
antipsychotic use.

Only 8 percent of claims
examined met the federal
standard of “medically ac-
cepted,” with many of the
drugs prescribed for treat-
ments not approved by the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

ing the case files found nu-

Psychiatrists review-

cluding a 1U-year-oic ciud
diagnosed with atiention-
deficit disorder who devel-
oped a pathological condi-
tion from the antipsychotic
meds, with increasing dos-
ages that “cansed the patient

"0 get worse, not better” The

miedical records of a 4-year-
old foster child diagnosed
with “a mood disorder” and -
attention-deficit revealed no
evidence of any monitoring
while four drugs, including
two antipsychotics, werebe-
ing administered — and no
evidence that any nondrug

" treatment or therapies had

been attempted. A 16-year-
old gained 22 pounds on a
total of six psychiatric drugs,
couldn’t sleep and suffered
from swollen hands and feet.
Medical reviewers noted
that “when all the medica-

tions were discontinued,”

there were no further re-
ports of the patient halluci-
pating or becoming suicidal.

The inspector general
focused the study on Cali-
fornia and four other large
states that represent 39 per-
cent of total Medicaid pay-
ments for- antipsychotics in
2011, using records for about
485 children. California re-
fers to its Medicaid systemn
as Medi-Cal. Medical files
were particula.rly difficult to
obtain in California, where
the inspectors received the
poorest response rate from
health care officials.

The report’s authors call
on state and federal health
care officials to better track
the use of antipsychotics pre-
scribed to children, to en-
sure there are clear ratio-.
nales for prescribing and to
properly monitor the drugs
once prescribed, including
adjusting dosages.

‘But to Bill Grimm, a se-
nior attorney with the Na-
tional Center for Youth Law
who is working with Cali-. .
fornia lawmakers to betier
protect foster youth from
excessive use of psychiat-
rie drugs, the report’s rec-
ommendations are far too

soft. There are currently no -

federal Medicaid require-
ments regarding the appro-

.priate use of antipsychotics

prescribed to children, and
Grimm is disturbed that
abuse of the drugs in nurs-
ing homes received far more
urgent attention.

merous medical horrors, in- |
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From: Antonovich, Michael <MAntonovich@lachos.org>
Subject: FW: RELEASE: 1 OS ANGELES COUNTY TO FULLY IMPLEMENT LAURAS LAW
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 5:34 pm

From: Bell, Tony

Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 5:22 PM

To: Antonovich, Michael

Subject: RELEASE: LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO FULLY IMPLEMENT LAURA'S LAW

Contact: Tony Bell, Communications Deputy
Office: (213) 974-5555 Cell: (213) 215-5176
E-mail: tbeli@bos.lacounty.gov

April 14, 2015
For Immediate Release

"LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO FULLY IMPLEMENT LAURA'S

LOS ANGELES COUNTY — The Board of Supervisors approved residential and outpatient
services for individuals participating in the Laura’s Law mental health treatment program,
announced Mayor Michael D. Antonovich.

“The services approved are critical to the full implementation of Laura’s Law,” Antonovich said.
“The outpatient and residential services will improve the lives of hundreds of individuals and
reduce the hardship on their families.”

On November 18, 2014, the Board of Supervisors approved the full implementation of Laura’s
Law in Los Angeles County to address the needs of individuals with serious mental illness,
many of whom are incapable of recognizing their illness and the need for treatment. A pilot
program, previously operated by the County, demonstrated that mandated acceptance of
treatment by individuals participating in this program allowed them to lead productive lives and
also saved taxpayer dollars by reducing use of emergency rooms, incarcerations and
hospitalizations.

4/14/2015 8:17 PM
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Laura's Law

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Laura's Law is a California state law that allows for court-ordered assisted outpatlent treatment. To qualify
for the program, the person must have a serious mental 1llness plus a recent history of psychiatric
hospitalizations, jailings or acts, threats or attempts of serious violent behavior towards [self] or others. A
complete functional outline of the legal procedures and safe guards within Laura’s Law has been prepared by

NAMI San Mateo.[1]

The law was named after Laura Wilcox, a mental health worker who was killed by a man who had refused
psychiatric treatment. Modeled on Kendra's Law, a similar statute enacted in New York, the bill was
introduced as Assembly Bill 1421 by Assemblywoman Helen Thomson, a Democrat from Davis. The
measure passed the California Legislature in 2002 and was signed into law by Governor Gray Davis. The
statute can only be utilized in counties that choose to enact outpatient commitment programs based on the
measure. As of 2010, Nevada County has fully implemented the law and Los Angeles County has a pilot
project. In 2010 the California State Association of Counties chose Nevada County to receive its Challenge
Award for implementing Laura’s Law.[2] Subsequently in 2011, a National Association of Counties
Achievement Award in Health was awarded to Nevada County for the Assisted Outpatient Treatment
Program.

Contents

1 Background

2 Implementation at county discretion

=21 Prop051t10n 63 unpact _
3 Assisted outpaticnt treatment eligibility criteria

4 Debate over bill's efficacy and propriety
= 4.1 Supporters
= 4.2 Opposition

5 Studies

6 See also

7 References

8 External links

Baékground

Laura Wilcox was a 19 year-old college sophomore who had been valedictorian of her high school before
going on to study at prestigious Haverford College.[?l While working at Nevada County's public mental

10f9 4/14/2015 8:25 PM
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health clinic during her winter break from college, On January 10, 2001, she and two other people were shot
to death by Scott Harlan Thorpe, a 41-year old man who resisted his family's attempt to force psychiatric
treatment.l15] Thorpe was found incompetent to stand trial and was sent to Atascadero State Hospital and
was later transferred to California's Napa State Hospital. After the incident Laura’s parents chose to
advocate for forced treatment of individuals considered to have mental illness. Scott Harlan Thorpe tried on
several occasions to get help from Nevada County Mental Health by going in-person and pleading with the
staff to get psychiatric treatment. He was denied treatment on all occasions and told there was nothmg the
County couid do, whlch was a severe contributing factor to the shootmg

Implementation at county discretion

The law is only operative in those counties in which the county board of supervisors, by resolution,
authorizes its application and makes a finding that no voluntary mental health program serving adults, and no

children's mental health program, was reduced in order to implement the law.I6]

In 2004, Los Angeles County implemented Laura's Law on a limited basis. [7] Since the passage of the
MHSA, Nevada County, Orange County, Yolo County, and San Francisco County have approved full
implementation of Laura's Law.

In those counties that adopt outpatient commitment, an AB 1421 program will ensure individuals are
provided the services and medical treatment (including medication) that will enable the person to have a_
good chance to recover. Nevada County Director Michael Heggarty bests descnbes it as part of the recovery

movement.[8]
Proposition 63 impact

* In November 2004, California voters passed Proposition 63. When the California Department of Mental
Health (DMH) released its draft plan requirements for county mental health administrators on February 15,
2005, they contained a provision that would allow MHSA funds to be used for "involuntary services" if
certain criteria were met. Nevada County's Laura's Law program and Los Angeles County's AOT pilot
project are utilizing MHSA funding for services. -

Assisted outpatient treatment eligibility criteria

As stated above, the patient must have a serious mental illness plus a recent history of psychiatric
hospitalizations, jailings or acts, threats or attempts of serious violent behavior towards self or others. The
recipient must also have been offered an opportunity to voluntarily participate in a treatment plan by the
local mental health department, yet fails to the point that, without a Laura’s Law program, he or she will
likely relapse or deteriorate to the point of being dangerous to self or others. "Participation in the assisted
outpatient program is the least restrictive placement necessary to ensure the person’s recovery and stability."
While a specified group of individuals may request an investigation to determine is a person qualifies for a
Laura’s Law program, only the County mental health director, or his or her designee, may file a petition with
the superior court for a hearing to determine if the person should be court ordered to receive the services .
specified under the law. :

A person may be placed in an assisted outpatient treatment if, after a hearing, a court finds that the following

tof9 ' _ 4/14/2015 8:25 PM
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criterial®l have been met. The patient must:

u Be eighteen years of age or older
= Be suffering from a mental illness
= Be iunlikely to survive safely in the community without supervision, based on a clinical determination

= Have a history of non-compliance with treatment that has either’

1. Been a significant factor in his or her being in a hospital, prison or jail at least twice within the last
thirty-six months; or . :
2. Resulted in one or more acts attempts or threats of serious violent behavior toward se]f or others

‘within the last forty- eight months

= Have been offered an opportunity to voluntarily participate in a treatment plan by the local mental
health department but continue to fail to engage in treatment

= Be substantjally deteriorating '

L] P__;,e, in view of his or her treatment history and current behavibr, in n_ced of assisted outpatient
treatment in order to prevent a relapse or deterioration that would likely result in the person meeting

California's inpatient commitment standard, which is being:

1. A serious risk of harm to himse]f or he;‘self or others; or
2. Gravely disabled (in immediate physical danger due to being unable to meet basic needs for food,

clothing, or shelter);

= Be likely to benefit from assisted outpatient treatment; and
» Participation in the assisted outpatxent program is.the least restrictive placement necessary to ensure

the person's recovery and stability.

If the court finds that the indjv‘idual meets the statutory criteria, the recipient will be provided intensive
community treatment services and supervision by multidisciplinary teams of highly trained mental health
professionals with staff-to-client ratios of not more than 1 to 10, and additional services, as specified, for
persons with the most persistent and severe mental illness. The law specifies various rights of the person who
is the subject of a Laura’s Law petition as-well as due process hearing rights. The bill also provides for

voluntary settlement agreements as an alternative to the hearing process.”]

Debate over bill's efficacy and propriety

Supporters

Passage of the bill was supported by organizations such as the California Treatment Advocacy Coalition (an
affiliate of the Treatment Advocacy Center), the California Psychiatric Association, the Police Chiefs

4/14/2015 8:25 PM
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Association, Mental Iliness Policy Org. and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). In an editorial
endorsement of the law, the Los Angeles Times touted then-Governor Gray Davis's support, while limiting its
comments on opponents to mentioning that the Citizens Commission on Human Rights which opposes
virtually all psychiatric treatments, sponsored a rally at the Capitol against Laura's law.[19 The San Francisco
Chronicle[N2II3J[14}115](16] 5304 The San Francisco Examiner!!7] have published positive articles on the
topic. The Los Angeles Times won a Pulitzer Prize, in part for its coverage of Laura’s Law.[18]

Oppositicn

MindFreedom International and the California Network of Mentai Health Clients (CNMHC) along with
allies in the psychiatric sirvivors movement, also fought the measure and its earlier versions, accusing such
legislation as a regressive and reprehensible scheme to enforce coerced drug treatment regimens against the
will of patients. The Church of Scu:ntology and the Citizens Commission on Human nghts have also gamed
- attention as an opponent of the new law. (191120}
Outpatlent commitment opponents make several varied arguments. Some dispute the positive effects of
compulsory treatment, questioning the methodology of studies that show effectiveness. Others highlight
negative effects of treatment. Still others point to disparities in the way these laws are applied. The
- psychiatric survivors movement opposes compulsory treatment on the basis that the ordered drugs often
have serious or unpleasant side-cffects such as anhedonia, tardive dyskinesia, neuroleptic malignant
syndrome, excessive weight gain leading to diabetes, addiction, sexual side effects, and increased risk of
suicide.

Tom Burns, the psychiatrist who originally advised the United Kingdom's government on United Kingdom's
Laws that are similar 16 Laura's Law, has also come to the conclusion they are ineffective and unnecessary.
Professor Burns, once a strong supporter of the new powers, said he has been forced to change his mind

" after a study he conducted proved the orders "don't work"™.[21]

John M. Grohol, Psy.D., in his article "The Double Standard of Forced Treatment"”, says "Forced treatment
for people with mental illness has had a long and abusive history, both here in the United States and
throughout the world. No other medical specialty has the rights psychiatry and psychology do to take away a
person’s freedom in order to help “treat” that person. Historically, the profession has suffered from abusing
this right — so much so that reform laws in the 1970s and 1980s took the profession’s right away from them
to confine people against their will. Such forced treatment now requires a judge’s signature. But over time,
that judicial oversight — which is supposed to be the check in our checks-and-balance system — has fargely
become a rubber stamp to whatever the doctor thinks is best. The patient’s voice once again threatens to
become silenced, now under the guise of “assisted outpatient treatment” (just a modern, different term for

forced treatment) r[22]

The New Mexico Court of Appeals declared an Albuquerque ordinance, modeled after Kcndra s Law,
requiring treatment for some mcntally ill people conflicts with state law and can't be cnforced 231

- Studies

As a result of the opposition to Kendra's Law, similar in nature to Laura's Law, two studies were conducted
on Kendra's Law and found favorable outcomes. One study of Assisted Outpatient Treatment within the
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United States and another study done by a previous proponent of AOT type laws in the United Kingdom did

not.

A 2005 study, Kendra's Law A Final Report on the Status of Assisted Outpatient Treatment done by New
York State's Office of Mental Health, found:[241

Reduced Incidence of Harmful Behaviors Percent of Persons with
One or More Events Reported in the Past 90 Days
| Percent of Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) Recipients with
Harmfal Behaviors '
) Percent |
Atonsetof | AtSix | Reduction
] ' Months | in Harmful
Order ) .
: : Behaviors
| Physically Harm :
Sel/Made Suicide 9% 4% 55%
Attempt '
Abuse Alcohol 45% 23%] 49%
Abuse Drugs 44%| 23% - 48%
Threaten Suicide 15% 8% 47%
Physically Harm Others 15%] 8% 47%
Damage or Destroy 13%! 7% 46%
Property |l
Threaten Physical Harm 28%| 16% - 43%
CI_'eate Public 4% 15% 38%
Disturbances _ o _
Verbally Assault Others - 33% 21%. 36%
Theft 7% 5%| 29%
Average Percent | o
Reduction 44%

(Table taken directly from source and converted to Wikipedia Table Template)

A 2009 study, New York State Assisted Qutpatient Treatment Evaluation done by Duke University, Policy
Research Associates, University of Virginia, found:[23]

No current or recent AOT (n=134)Current AOT (n=115)

Outcome events (past six months) N Yo N %o
Violent behavior 21 (15.7) 12 (10.4)
Suicidal thoughts or attempts 22 (16.4) 17  (14.8)
Homelessness 13 (9.7) 6 (5.2)
Involuntary commitment 54 (43.2) 46 (41.4)

4/14/2015 8:25 PM
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Mental health pick-up/removal 25 [(18.7) e (13.9) |
{Table taken directly from source and converted to Wikipedia Table Template) 7

The study, Compulsory community and involuntary outpatient treatment for people with severe mental
disorders by Steve R Kisely, Leslie Anne Campbell, Neil J Preston published at The Cochrane Library

found:[261

We identified two randomised clinical trials (total n = 416) of court-ordered 'Outpatient Commitment'
(OPC) from the USA. We found little evidence that compulsory community treatment was effective in
any of the main outcome indices: heaith service use (2 RCTs, n= 416, RR for readmission to hospital
by 11-12 months 0.98 CI 0.79 to 1.2); social functioning (2 RCTs, n = 416, RR for arrested at least
once by 11-12 months 0.97 CI 0.62 to 1.52); mental state; quality of Tife (2RCTs, n =416, RR for
homelessness 0.677 CI 0.39 to 1.15) or satisfaction with care (2 RCTs, n= 416, RR for perceived
coeréion 1.36 C10.97 to .1.89). However, risk of victimisaﬁon may decrease with OPC (1 RCT, n=
264, RR 0.5 CI 0.31 to 0.8). In terms of numbers needed to treat (NNT), it would take 85 OPC orders
to prevent one readmission, 27 to prevent one episode of homelessness and 238 to prevent one arrest. -
~ The NNT for the reduction of victimisation was Jower at six (CI 6 to 6.5). A new search for triais in

2008 did not find any new trials that were relevant to this review. -

The study, Community treatment orders for patients with psychosis (OCTET): a randomised controlied trial
done by Professor Tom Burns DSc, Jorun Rugkésa PhD, Andrew Molodynski MBChB, John Dawson LLD,
Ksenija Yeeles BSc, Maria Vazquez-Montes PhD, Merryn Voysey MBiostat, Julia Sinclair DPhil, and
Professor Stefan Priebe FRCPsych found:71

Of 442 patients assessed, 336 patients were randomly assigned to be discharged from hospital either
on CTO (167 patients) or Section 17 leave (169 patients). One patient withdrew direbtly after
randomisation and two were ineligible, giving a total sample of 333 patients (166 in the CTO group
and 167 in the Section 17 group). At 12 months, despite the fact that the length of initial compulsory
outpatient treatment differed significantly between the two groups (median 183 dayé CTO group vs 8
days Section 17 group, p<0-001) the number of patients readmitted did not difier between groups (59
[36%] of 166 patients in the CTO group vs 60 [36%] of 167-pati_ents in the Section 17 group; adjusted
relative risk 1-0 [95% CI 0-75-—1-33).

See also

m Kendra's Law, assisted outpatient treatment law in NY on which Laura's law is based
» 5150 (Involuntary psychiatric hold), California's law for psychiatric emergencies

= involuntary commitment, which is hospital-based
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-

» Involuntary treatment, which is independent of setting

» anti-psychiatry, a movement that opposes any form of involuntary psychiatric treatment
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Recommendation as submitted by Supervisors Solis and Ridley-Thomas:
Designate April 29, 2015 as “Denim Day” throughout Los Angeles County, and
urge everyone to wear jeans and attend Denim Day observances in their area
to help communicate the message that there is “no excuse and never an
invitation to rape.” (15-1641)

Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Solis: Waive the $20 per vehicle
parking fee for approximately 150 vehicles at the Music Center Garage,
excluding liability insurance, for attendees of Cinco De Mayo Board reception
and presentations, to be held May 5, 2015. (15-1642)

Recommendation as submitted by Supervisors Ridley-Thomas and
Antonovich: Instruct the Auditor-Controller to conduct an audit of the Probation
Department within 90 days with a particular focus on its budget, fiscal and
personnel functions to ensure compliance with Board-approved policies and
best practices, including a thorough review of:

a. Recruitment, examination, hiring and promotional practices to
determine whether the Department is effectively recruiting, retaining
and promoting the most qualified staff for its operating needs;

b. Current cost of operating the camps and halls including the cost per
youth, annual maintenance costs and deferred building maintenance
costs;

¢. The Depariment’s efficacy in administering Federal and State grants
and programs, the benefit of the programs {o its clients and
evaluation of whether the Department should continue its
participation in the programs;

d. The Department's Request for Proposal procedures and its process
for examining satisfactory compliance with the statements of work
for contracted community-based organizations and agencies; and

e. The Department’'s management and accounting of its budget
including grants, trust funds and other assets. (15-1636)
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11.

12.

Recommendation submitted by Supervisor Ridley-Thomas: Immediately send
a five-signature letter to the State Assembly, Senate and Governor urging
them to provide a $33,100,000 increase in allocation for court appointed
dependency counsel Statewide; and send a five-signature letter to the Judicial
Council in support of the recommendations made by the Court Appointed
Dependency Counsel Funding Allocation Work Group urging them to adopt
and implement the recommendations. (15-1647)

Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Ridley-Thomas: Instruct the
Director of Children and Family Services to report back to the Board in writing
in 30 days with the following:

Outlining the Net County Cost of operating both the Department of Children
and Family Services’ Compton East and West offices located at 921 E.
Compton Blvd. and 11532 Hawthorne Blvd., respectively;

A feasibility study to determine the benefits and drawbacks of centralizing
business support functions for Compton East and West offices, which
would include co-located, multi-service resources and the fiscal
requirements necessary to lease and/or build-to-suit County-owned space
to accommodate for staffing and client support; and

ldentifying office location alternatives, including benefits and drawbacks,
determining whether the preferred service delivery area of the City of
Compton offers maximum opportunities o measurably improve client and
community outcomes and leverage resources through the continuous
integration of health, community and public safety services. (15-1640)
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Children and Families' Well-Being

Recommendation: Approve a contract for Wraparound Approach Services and
authorize the Directors of Children and Family Services, Mental Health and the
Chief Probation Officer to execute contracts with 49 service providers, execute
additional contracts with additional qualified providers and execute
amendments, effective May 1, 2015 or the date of execution, whichever is
later through April 30, 2016, with up to four one-year extension options
through April 30, 2020, with an estimated annual cost for services during the
first and subsequent years of $106,460,534, financed using 36% Federal
revenue, 33% State revenue and 31% in Net County Cost (NCC), with a total
estimated cost of services for the term of the contract of $532,302,670;
authorize the Director of Children and Family Services to exercise the
one-year extension options provided that sufficient funding is available and
applicable State and Federal regulations are observed; authorize the Director
of Mental Health to execute or amend Short Doyle Medi-Cal agreements for
the provision of mental health services associated with the Wraparound
program service providers, effective May 1, 2015 through June 30, 20186, with
fwo automatic one-year renewals; and authorize the Director of Children and
Family Services and the Chief Probation Officer o amend current
Residentially Based Services (RBS) Community contracts to extend services,
effective May 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 and execute amendments, with
the total estimated annual cost of the RBS amendments of $1,858,112, and
the estimated 14-month cost of the RBS amendments of $2,284,464 and wilt
be financed using 36% Federal funds, 33% State funds and 31% NCC.
{Departments of Children and Family Services, Mental Health and
Probation) APPROVE (Continued from the meeting of 4-7-15) (15-1458)

Recommendation: Approve an amendment to the Individualized Transition
Skills Program contracts and authorize the Director of Children and Family
Services and the Chief Probation Officer to execute an amendment with
Children’s Institute, Inc. and The Community College Foundation to facilitate
the continuation of the Independent Living Program for Transition Age Youth
under the supervision of the Department of Children and Family Services and
Probation Department. (Department of Children and Family Services and
Probation Department) APPROVE (15-1581)
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Recommendation: Approve an appropriation adjustment transferring
$2,144,000 in funding from Provisional Financing Uses necessary to adjust the
Sheriff's Department’s Fiscal Year 2014-15 Final Adopted Budget to allow the
Department to begin addressing necessary reforms within the County jail
system regarding improvements to mental health services and suicide
prevention in the County jails; and approve an interim ordinance authority,
pursuant to County Code Section 6.06.020, for 77 new full-time permanent
positions pending ailocation by the interim Chief Executive Officer,
Classifications and Administration. (Sheriff’'s Department) APPROVE
(15-1568)

Miscellaneous Communication

Request from the Hawthorne School District: Adopt a resolution authorizing
the County to levy taxes in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of and
interest on the District's General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Election of
2004, 2015 Series A and Election of 1997, 2015 Series B, in an aggregate
principal amount not to exceed $10,100,000; and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to maintain on its 2015-16 tax roll, and alt subsequent tax
rolls, taxes in an amount sufficient to fulfill the requirements of the debt service
schedule that will be provided to the Auditor-Confroller following the sale of the
Bonds. ADOPT (15-1591)

Ordinance for Adoption

Ordinance for adoption amending County Code, Title 2 - Administration,
relating o the delegated authority of the Director of Public Works to enter into
leases and licenses for the use of real property by the County. ADOPT
(15-1455)
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